
2009 PROPHET SCHOOL 
Celebrating the Centenary of Archbishop Dom Helder Camara’s Birth 

 

Nunyara Conference Centre, Belair, South Australia 
 

Friday 6th - Sunday 8th November, 2009 
 

 

Led by John Dear S.J. 
Leading World Peacemaker 

2008 Nobel Peace Prize Nominee 
 

The PROPHET SCHOOL is dedicated to the life and work of Archbishop Dom Helder Camara. 
2009 is the centenary of his birth. Dom Helder’s legacy as a peacemaker, contemplative 
spirit and prophet of hope in his homeland of Brazil inspired a generation to work for justice. 

And you are invited to consider being the next generation.   

 

Have you ever asked yourself any of 

these questions: 

 
What does it mean to follow Jesus of 

Nazareth in the 21st Century? 

 
What can we learn from the Judeo-

Christian Prophetic Tradition? 

 
Does Christianity have a future, if it’s not 

Prophetic? 

 
Is it possible to create a new world built 

on contemplative nonviolence? 
 

 
 

 
Prophet School Sponsors 

 
 

Roy’s 
Retreat 

 
Stillpoint 
Spirituality 
Centre 

 
SA Christian 
Meditation 

 
Wellspring 

SA 

 
Pace E Bene 

 
Empty 
Mirror 

 
 



About the PROPHET SCHOOL weekend ... 

 
The PROPHET SCHOOL is a 12 month program beginning with a weekend in 

November 2009 and concludes with a second weekend in late 2010. Both weekend 

PROPHET SCHOOLS will be led by John Dear S.J. In between the two weekend PROPHET 
SCHOOLS, participants are expected to commit to developing their prophetic mission. You 
may choose to do this on your own or take advantage of resources and opportunities that 
the sponsoring group will provide. The 2009 PROPHET SCHOOL retreat is not a ‘stand alone’ 

event, it is the beginning of a 12 month journey for participants to embrace their call to be 
Christian Prophets for the 21st Century. This is a unique opportunity for the Adelaide church.  
 

The PROPHET SCHOOL is dedicated to the life and work of Archbishop 
Dom Helder Camara. 2009 is the centenary of his birth and the 
inaugural PROPHET SCHOOL. Dom Helder’s legacy as a peacemaker, 
contemplative spirit and prophet of hope in his homeland of Brazil 

inspired a generation to work for justice. And you are invited to 
consider being the next generation.  Are you ready? 

 
The PROPHET SCHOOL is an ecumenical weekend Retreat, open to 
people from any Christian denomination and any genuine spiritual 
seeker. The weekend will be led by Nobel Peace Prize nominee, and 

U.S. Jesuit Priest, Fr John Dear. The PROPHET SCHOOL aims to be a 
contemplative experience and as such there will be extended periods 

for prayer and reflection built into the weekend. The PROPHET SCHOOL will focus on what it 
means to be followers of Jesus and to live ‘prophetic’ lives in the 21st century. Adelaide is 

extremely fortunate to have a person of John Dear’s calibre being prepared to play this key 
role in forming prophets for our challenging times.  
 

About Fr John Dear S.J. 

John Dear is an internationally known voice for peace and nonviolence. A Jesuit priest, 

peace activist, and lecturer, he has served as the director of the Fellowship for 
Reconciliation (the largest interfaith peace organization in the U.S.); a Red Cross 
coordinator of chaplains in New York City at the Family Assistance Centre after September 

11th 2001; and pastor of several poor churches in the desert of New Mexico. He has been 
arrested over 75 times in acts of civil disobedience against war and nuclear weapons. His 
many (25) books include “Living Peace”, “Disarming the Heart”, “Jesus the Rebel”, “The God 
of Peace”, and most recently, his autobiography, “A Persistent Peace”. He writes a weekly 

column for the National Catholic Reporter, USA at www.ncronline.org . John has two Masters 
degrees in theology and is one of the most dynamic teachers you will ever hear. Recently, 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu nominated John Dear for the Nobel Peace Prize. John Dear is a 
living prophet. Learn more about John Dear at www.johndear.org  

About Nunyara Conference Centre ... 

 
Owned and administered by the Uniting Church SA, Nunyara is a beautiful setting for the 
PROPHET SCHOOL. Nunyara is approx 15 km from the Adelaide CBD and overlooks the city 

of Adelaide in the foothills at Belair. Nunyara has modern facilities to ensure your comfort. 
It has a limited number of twin share rooms plus a number of share rooms to accommodate 
four people. The staff at Nunyara offer high quality meals and will be very pleased to meet 
any special dietary needs. You will be delighted with your stay at Nunyara. 

 



About the hosts of the ‘Prophet School’ 

 

Early in 2009 six contemplative groups from different traditions in Adelaide came together 
to work collaboratively to promote Christian contemplative prayer and contemplative living. 
In this way we are able to promote each others work to a wider audience and pool 
resources for such undertakings as the PROPHET SCHOOL. The PROPHET SCHOOL partners 

are: Roy’s Retreat, Stillpoint Spirituality Centre, SA Christian Meditation Community, 
Wellspring SA, The Empty Mirror and Pace e Bene. 
 
Selection process 

The PROPHET SCHOOL is designed to enable the broadest cross section of our community to 
participate, and in the spirit of Dom Helder Camara’s work there will be a preferential option 
for the poor as this event is a non-profit venture.  This means there is a selection process. 

 
Step 1: Expression of Interest 
If you are interested please complete the form at the end of this notice and send by email 
or post. Please do not send any money at Step 1. 

Step 2: All applicants will be notified of the outcome of their expression of interest.  If 
selected, you will be advised on how to progress to registration. A non refundable deposit of 
$100 will be required at this step.  

Step 3: Once registered you will be provided with additional information to assist you in 
preparing for the event. 
 
More information to help you prepare your expression of interest 

The PROPHET SCHOOL has both Residential and Non-Residential registration options. 
Residential registration will include breakfast, lunch and dinner on Saturday and breakfast 
and lunch on Sunday and shared bedroom, with the first meal being supper on Friday 6th 
and the last meal being afternoon tea on Sunday 8th. Non Residential registration will 

include lunch and dinner Saturday and lunch on Sunday, as well as morning/afternoon teas 
and supper. 
 

Costs and registration options: 

 

Option 1: Non Residential (including all meals) $145 
 

Option 2: Residential – Sharing a bedroom  
(4 people per room)    $200 

 

Option 3: Residential- Twin Share room  $220 
 
Other accommodation options:  Those who can’t be accommodated at Nunyara, or would 
prefer private accommodation, may wish to book accommodation at Belair Caravan Park 

which is a 5 min drive from Nunyara. Belair Caravan Park (08 8278 3540) has a range of 
excellent cottages, cabins and caravans to meet you needs. You will need to arrange your 
own accommodation at Belair Caravan Park and apply for a Non Residential registration 
through Roy’s Retreat.     

To contact us: 

 

Roy’s Retreat: (08) 85564686 

roysretreat@gmail.com 

P.O. Box 142 Willunga SA 5172 

 



2009 PROPHET SCHOOL 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
 

Name  
 

 

Address  
 

 PC 

Telephone Home: 
 

 
 

Mobile 

Email  

 
About You  �  Male 

�  Female 
 

�   
�  Employed Full-time 

�  Employed Part-time 
�  Retired or supported 

benefits 

Age group 

�  Under 25 
�  26-35 
�  36-45 
�  46-54 

�  55 -64 
�  64+ 

 
�  Clergy/Religious 

�  Lay Person 

Are you connected to a faith community �  Yes 
�  No 

Are you prepared to participate in 12 months of 
on going ‘Prophet Formation’ following the 
Prophet School?                           

�  Yes 
�  No 

Are you Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander? �  Yes 
�  No 

 
If you would like to provide the sponsors with additional information to assist them with the 

selection please provide a short statement of not more than 100 words. Please note that 
this is optional. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Please email your Express of Interest to roysretreat@gmail.com or post to:  

Roy’s Retreat P.O. Box 142 Willunga SA 5172  


